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SATURDAY, December 14,2019 


‘Eastern norms needed 
for oriental studies’ 


■ By Vi Jay Phan shikar 

WHEN the 95-year-old 
Professor Satyavrat Shastri, the 
only Bharatiya Dnyanpeeth 
Award winner in Sanskrit, 
attends the All India Oriental 
Conference from January 10 to 
January 12,2020, at Nagpur, he 
will add special value to the 
event that will complete 100 
years of its existence. 

Many such scholars of impec¬ 
cable reputation and contribu¬ 
tion to Orientology will grace 
the conference that President 
Ram Nath Kovind will inaugu¬ 
rate and launch a fresh search 
of meaning of the comprehen¬ 
sive subject in the contours of 
changing scenario of oriental 
studies. 

As he elaborated upon the 
significance of the conference, 
Dr. Srinivasa Varakhedi, Vice 


Chancellor of Kavikulguru 

Kalidas Sanskrit University at 
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Dr Srinivasa Varakhedi 

the Reception Committee, said 
that the event might mark a 
deep scrutiny of the current 
norms of study of orientology 
and might offer newer defini¬ 


tions of norms for scholastic 
consideration. 

In an exclusive interviewwith 
‘The Hitavada’ on Friday, Dr. 
Varakhedi said, in effect, that 
time had come to reinvent the 
norms and make the scrutiny 
of oriental studies more east¬ 
ern-centric rather than contin¬ 
uing with the occidental (west¬ 
ern) methodology that has o ften 
dominated the subject. 

“Of course, there may not be 
any specifically-w r orded reso¬ 
lution to this effect, but my effort 
will be to offer to the iconic 
scholars attending the confer¬ 
ence the idea to ponder over if 
truly oriental norms of study 
could be evolved and imple¬ 
mented in due course of time,” 
said Dr. Varakhedi, wdio is him¬ 
self a scholar of international 
repute with special focus on 
(Contd on page 2) 
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